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November
Events
11-5 Election Day, School Closed
 

11-7 Parent Workshop:"Grade K-2 
 Mathematics," 8:20 AM
 

11-8 Parent Workshop:"Pre-
 Kindergarten Parents," 
 8:30 AM
 

11-11 Veteran's Day, School Closed
 

11-12 Parent Workshop: 
 Mathematics
11-13   PTA Meeting, 8:20 AM
 

11-14 Half Day of School
 Parent Teacher Confernces
 Parent Workshop: "PreK and 
 Kindergarten," 8:20 AM
 

11-18   SLT Meeting, 4:30 PM
 

11-19   Parent Workshop: "Grade 5 
 Middle School Application," 
 5:30 PM
 

11-21   Honor Roll Celebration & 
 Family Fun Night, 6:00 PM
 

11-28   Thanksgiving Recess, School 
 Closed
 

11-29   Thanksgiving Recess, School 
 Closed
 
 

k Check out the calendar at 
www.ps201.org for up-to-the-
minute event listings.

What Exactly Is Problem Based Mathematics?
by Ms. Gezlev, Magnet Specialist Instructional Coach

By now, we are sure you have noticed the shift in our mathematics program from GO! Math to  
enVision Mathematics. Though all transitions are difficult, it is important to note why this has 
happened, for the most part, city wide. 
enVision Mathematics is a research based program that builds on mathematical practices. 
Students are exposed to real world problems and experiences that involve mathematics. While 
solving these problems, students are encouraged to think practically and in various ways about 
mathematics. These strategies will help them solve similar problems in their world.  Students are 
encouraged to think flexibly and to “own” mathematics forever, instead of “borrowing” until class 
is over. 
Parents can help out by showing their children when they use math in their world. That may be as 
simple as: 
• Estimate in the grocery store 
• Decide together how many plants can fit into a garden and drawing a scale plan of your garden, 
or how to organize a shelf or drawer
• Discuss how interest works in the bank or even in everyday bill pay
•Approximate measurements (inches, feet, yards etc.)

We know that math homework may also look different from when you were in school and the 
amount of it may be different as well. Practice is still important and students continue to do that in 
various ways. Students will still be expected to memorize basic facts, and you’ll still see homework 
that asks you to help them do that. But, we know from research, that students need activities and 
tasks that allow for a deeper understanding of the math. These tasks may take longer to solve and so 
fewer problems are assigned. Today’s math builds mathematical problem solvers. 
If you notice your child grappling with a math problem, ask them to act it out, explain what the 
question is asking in their own words, or plan how they will solve the problem. All of this will help 
build understanding of how important math is in our everyday lives and how it will continue to be 
important in the future. 

In The Gym
by Mr. Degia, 
    Physical Education Teacher 

     As the month of October wraps up, 
we are finishing our soccer unit. Students 
have been practicing and refining their 
trapping, dribbling, passing and shooting 
skills. This unit has taught  students how 
to keep their balance and manipulate the 
soccer ball while stationary and in 
motion. Students will continue to 
develop their feet and eye coordination, 
spatial awareness, and body control by 
applying it to different games and sports. 
Upper grade students will work on 
advanced skills that include moving with 
the soccer ball while having a defender 
on them. They’ll also be working on 
shooting the soccer ball past a defender, 
as well as practicing goalie skills. Next 
month, students will be introduced to 
bowling and FitnessGram testing will 
also be incorparted in our bowling unit. 
FitnessGram for grades 3-5 will consist 
of, sit-and-reach, push-ups, curl-ups, and 
pacer tests.

A Note From Dean Cruz

Hello P.S.201 Family,
 It’s hard to believe Thanksgiving is already here. During this holiday 
season, there are many reasons to give thanks. I am thankful for a wonderful family 
and an amazing job. I am also thankful for the beautiful community we have 
created here at PS 201.
 Our students have done a wonderful job adjusting to the daily routines, 
pre-assessments, Safety Drills and School Wide Expectations. 
 Over the next few weeks, classroom teachers will be setting up for 
parent-teacher conferences.  This is an opportunity to get an in-person update as 
to how your child is progressing academically and as a member of the classroom 
and school community.   It is also a time to learn how your child can specifically 
grow as a learner and also understand ways that you can help support that process.  
We appreciate your collaboration and partnership! Remember that every Tuesday 
afternoon, after school,  you can meet with your child’s teacher during the parent 
engagement time.
 As the school year continues, we, the staff, look forward to an enriching 
school year that will allow your child to soar and continue to show their 
P.O.W.E.R!  Please make sure to check out our new sign hanging over our main 
entrance. We have highlighted our students wonderful progress.

Attendance
 The attendance rate is important because students are more likely to 
succeed in academics when they attend school consistently. It’s difficult for the 
teacher and the class to build their skills and progress if a large number of 
students are frequently absent. Let’s continue to work together to have our 
students in school and on time every day to help them succeed! 
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     At the beginning of the school year and periodically throughout the year, teachers will 
assess students reading levels. Every book can be leveled from A to Z (A being an easy 
reader and Z being most difficult.) Books are leveled based on the challenge of the 
words within them and the difficulty they present in being understood. When a teacher 
finds a reading level for a student, they are looking for the level which the student can 
read and understand with ease on their own. They are also looking for their guided 
reading level, usually one letter above, of which the student needs support with. With 
repeated exposure and practice with a teacher the student will soon be able to read this 
level independently.
     There are specific reading levels that students are expected to reach in each grade. If 
students are reading on grade level, they will be better able to understand and participate 
in the curriculum and expectations of that grade. To the right is a list of grade levels and 
reading level expectations.
     If your child is not reading on grade level, don’t be alarmed! The most important thing 
is that your child is progressing from one level to another. Talk to your child’s teacher 
about their reading. Their teacher is the best source of information on what you can be 
working on with them at home to help them improve.

What Is A Reading Level?
by Ms. Schnieder, Universal Literacy Coach

STEAM Success
 by Mrs. Gehebe, STEAM Teacher

As we enter the middle of fall take in the beauty of the change in season. Use your 
five senses to observe the sights and smell of fall. Here are some really exciting 
STEAM activities to share with your families during Thanksgiving:

Create Your Own Butter
All you need are two simple ingredients; a jar and heavy cream. 

Step 1: Fill your glass jar halfway with cream and close the jar. 
Step 2: Take turn shaking the jar. Observe after 5 minutes how it starts to change. 
Step 3: Continue shaking, and after 10-15 minutes you will have a nice whipped 
cream. 
Step 4: Spread onto a delicious slice of bread, and enjoy! 

Dancing Popcorn
Materials: 
k A tall jar
k Popping Corn 
k Baking Soda
k Vinegar  
k Water 
k Spoon

Procedure:
Step 1: Fill jar with 2 cups of water, and add 3 tablespoons 
of baking soda to the water. 
Step 2: Stir to dissolve the baking soda. 
Step 3: Add corn kernels to the water and baking soda 
(notice if they sink or float)
Step 4: Slowly add vinegar and watch to see what happens. 
You will have dancing corn in your jar. 

Counselor's Corner
by Ms. Malcolm, Guidance Counselor

     This month’s theme in the guidance department is the 
concept of Mindfulness.  I have been teaching my 
scholars how to become more aware of their emotions 
and how they react to it. I introduced the “Mindful Jar”, 
which has been received with wonder and enthusiasm 
from them all.  The jar is filled with water and glitter 
and it works like a snow globe.  The water in the jar 
represents is the heart and mind and the glitter represents 
their emotions.  When the jar is shaken and the glitter is  
mixed around, it represents how their emotions can be 

stirred up and sometimes “out of control”.  But when we are mindful 
of these emotions, we are able to regulate and find ways to calm 
down.  As the glitter settles on the bottom, I have the scholars take 
deep breaths and picture that emotion just settling down and feeling 
the sense of calmness.  There have been studies done to prove that 
using the concept of Mindfulness can actually change the brain 
chemicals and retrain the brain by helping the student with 
self-regulation.  It is a great way to show our scholars that being 
mindful is being in the present moment and just being aware of what 
is going on in and around them.


