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February 
Events

Reading for Meaning

by Ms. Schnieder, Universal Literacy Coach

Reading with comprehension means understanding 
what's been read. It takes practice, time, and patience 
to develop reading comprehension skills. Families can 
play an important role in helping a child learn to read for understanding. Reading 
comprehension skills can be developed using a before-during-after approach. 
Below are a few suggestions that will help build comprehension skills.

Before: Look at the book's cover. Ask, "What do you think this book might be 
about? Why? Can you make some predictions?" Guide your child through the 
pages, discuss the pictures, and brainstorm what might happen in the story. Talk 
about any personal experiences your child may have that relate to the story.

During: Read together and talk about what's happening as they're reading. Stop 
and discuss any interesting or tricky vocabulary words. Talk about any surprising 
or sad passages, and help them visualize parts of the story. Ask your child, "Do 
you understand what's happening here? What do you think will happen next?" If 
your child seems unsure, stop, go back and reread if necessary. Discuss any 
confusing parts.

After: Summarize and share your favorite part of the book. Have your child rate 
the book on a scale from 1 to 10 and say why. Have your child reread their 
favorite part or act it out.

A Note from Dean Cruz

Hello PS 201 Family,
Happy New Year! We are closing in 

on being halfway done with the school year, 
and what a great year it has been so far. 
Your children have been working very hard 
and it has been fun to watch them improve 
over the last few months. I just want to 
remind you to please make sure your 
children have appropriate clothing as the 
weather continues to get colder. Also, the 
cold may have us playing inside more often, 
so please make sure your children have 
appropriate attire for the weather. This 
enables us to take better care of our school 
and, more importantly, your children. Thank 
you so much, and I hope your families 
enjoyed a happy and healthy break!

Regards,
Mr. Cruz

Attendance
The attendance rate is important 
because students are more likely to 
succeed in academics when they 
attend school consistently. It’s 
difficult for the teacher and the 
class to build their skills and 
progress if a large number of 
students are frequently absent. Let’s 
continue to work together to have 
our students in school and on time 
every day to help them succeed! 

2/4 Black History Month Family 
      Celebration, Grades PreK-2
      2:40-3:15 PM

2/6  Parent Workshop: "Support 
Academic Success," 

      1:00-2:00 PM

2/11 Black History Month Family 
      Celebration, Grades 3-5, 
      2:40-3:15 PM

2/12 Parent Workshop: "Positive 
Parenting," 8:45-9:45 AM 

2/13 PTA Valentine's Sale

2/14 PTA Valentine's Sale

2/17-2/21
Mid Winter Recess
School Closed

 2/25 Black History Month Family 
      Celebration
      2:40-3:15 PM

SLT Meeting, 4:00-6:00 PM



STEAM Success
by Mrs. Gehebe, STEAM Teacher

STEAM Challenge – Due February 28th

During  February  break,  I  am  challenging  you  to  go 
above  and  beyond  to  create  a  new  or  improved 
invention. Be the next pioneer by inventing something 
that could help in everyday life.

Your invention should be able to fill a need or solve a 
problem to make the word a better place. As you are 
inventing your creation follow this process:

1. Think of a problem that you would like to solve.

2.  Plan  and  brainstorm  your  idea  by  creating  a  few 
different blueprints or designs.

3. Create your design.

4. Test your design.

5. Revise your design after using your data from your 
testing.

6.  Reflect  and  Summarize  (Reflect,  and  write  a 
persuasive paragraph on how your idea is the next best 
thing)

Bring  your  invention,  and  an  index  card  with  the 
summary of what it is, and what it does to the STEAM 
Lab on February 28th.

“Never limit yourself because of others’ 
limited imagination; never limit others 
because of your own limited imagination.” 
—Mae C. Jemison, Physician, Astronaut, 
Entrepreneur 

Understanding The 
Standards for Math 
Practice

     Over the last few years, educators have followed 
Standards for Mathematical Practice when teaching.  These 
Eight Standards describe the expertise in which we seek to 
develop in our students.  

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them.  When mathematically proficient students begin a 
problem, they look for an entry point and analyze 
information given, relationship between the numbers, 
and goals for finding the solution.  They evaluate their 
progress and, when necessary, change their steps to 
solve.  We want students to constantly check their work, 
try different methods and ask, “Does this make sense?”
2. R e a s o n a b s t r a c t l y a n d q u a n t i t a t i v e l y.  
Mathematically proficient students make sense of 
quantities and their relationships in various problems.  
They are able to decontextualize (represent a situation 
with symbols) and contextualize (to pause in order to 
think deeply about these symbols).  
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others.  When constructing arguments, 
mathematically proficient students can understand and 
use definitions, information, and statements.  We 
encourage students to analyze situations, justify their 
conclusions, and respond to others’ arguments. 
4. Model with mathematics.  We want students to 
apply mathematics learned in class to their everyday 
lives.  Mathematically proficient students can take a 
practical situation and identify important quantities.  
They can analyze these mathematical relationships and 
then draw conclusions.  These students routinely reflect 
on whether their numbers make sense, and improve their 
model if necessary.
5. U s e a p p r o p r i a t e t o o l s s t r a t e g i c a l l y .  
Mathematically proficient students think about what 
tools and/or manipulatives are appropriate when solving 
a math problem.  These can include pencil and paper, 
rulers, protractors, calculators, fraction bars, etc.  
Students should be familiar with tools appropriate to 
their grade.  
6. Attend to precision.  When communicating with 
others, mathematically proficient students use clear 
definitions within their own reasoning and in their 
discussions.  They state the meaning of symbols (such as 
=, >, <), calculate accurately and efficiently, and offer 
carefully constructed explanations.  
7. L o o k f o r a n d m a k e u s e o f s t r u c t u re .  
Mathematically proficient students carefully look for a 
pattern and structure.  For example, young students 
might see that 3 plus 7 is the same as 7 plus 3.  This can 
lead to older students noticing that 8x7 (8 groups of 7) 
equals 5x7 (5 groups of 7) plus 3x7 (3 additional groups 
of 7), which helps them understand the Distributive 
Property.  
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning.  When calculations are repeated, 
mathematically proficient students take notice.  They 
may notice, for example, that when multiplying, they are 
repeating the same addition calculations over and over.  
These students attend to detail and regularly evaluate the 
reasonableness of their results.  
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